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Walt Stowe             

PIO/Community Relations Deputy                    
Garfield County Sheriff's Office                        
106 County Road 333-A            
Rifle, CO  81650  
Phone: 970-665-0207 
Email: wstowe@garcosheriff.com           

 “Like us on Face Book!” 
Sheriff Lou Vallario 

Garfield County, Colorado 
 

NEWS RELEASE  

For Immediate Release 
 

Date: May 14, 2024 
Time: 9:00 AM 
 
Title: Worley Arrested on Cold Case Homicide   

 
IMPORTANT: Please direct any media requests to the contact above. Do not contact the 
Garfield County Emergency Communications Center or Patrol staff for media requests.   
 
 On May 11, 2021 the Garfield County Sheriff’s Office responded to reports of a male subject 
who was found bleeding and unresponsive in his car on Highway 6, just west of Parachute, CO. The party 
was ultimately identified as Wayne Moore, a local man who lived in his vehicle in the Parachute and 
surrounding areas. He was unfortunately deceased. An initial investigation of the scene by Investigators 
with the Garfield County Sheriff’s Office and the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) that night, 
determined Mr. Moore had been the victim of a homicide and had been shot multiple times.  
 
During the next several weeks, months, and over the next three years, Garfield County Sheriff’s Office 
Investigators worked tirelessly conducting dozens of witness interviews, multiple search warrants, and 
analyzing physical evidence. As a result, investigators were able to identify John Michael Worley, a 30-
year-old male from Parachute, as the primary suspect in the murder of Mr. Moore.  
 
 On May 10, 2024, almost three years to the day of the murder of Mr. Moore, Garfield County 
Sheriff’s Office Investigators had been able to develop enough evidence to obtain an arrest warrant. John 
Worley was arrested on the evening of May 10, 2024, without incident and charged with: 
 

1) Murder in the First Degree, a class 1 Felony 
2) Stalking, a class 5 Felony 
3) Tampering with Physical Evidence a class 6 Felony 

 
John Michael Worley was transported to the Garfield County Jail, his bond was set at $5,000,000. 
 

The Garfield County Sheriff’s Office would like to thank the Colorado Bureau of Investigation, 
the Parachute Police Department, the 9th Judicial District Attorney’s Office, and the Garfield County 
Special Problem Enforcement and Response (SPEAR) Team, for their assistance in this investigation.  
 

mailto:wstowe@garcosheriff.com
https://www.facebook.com/GarcoSheriff/


                 
John Michael Worley, DOB: 02/22/1994 of Parachute, CO 

 
The Garfield County Sheriff’s Office and our local, state, and federal law enforcement partners 

remain committed to investigating crimes of violence, no matter how long it takes, and bring those 
responsible to justice. 
 

All subjects are presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
 

Any questions please contact Sheriff Lou Vallario at (970) 945-0453. 

 
Additional information may be released as it becomes available. 

 
The mission of the Garfield County Sheriff’s Office is to provide solutions for the people through 

professional, ethical and compassionate conduct. 
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